
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Ask, Seek, Knock 

 

     When I first read this morning’s gospel, I said to myself, ‘If God loves us so much 

why does He always require we have to ask for things? Why can’t He just give them to 

us? And we not only have to ask, but we have to keep on asking until we get what it is 

we need or what we want. This morning’s short gospel tells we not only have to ask, 

but we have to be persistent. It says we are to ask; we are to seek; and we are to knock! 

We are to knock on God’s door and keep on knocking until we get an answer and 

receive whatever it is we are after. Why is that? Is God hard of hearing? Or does it take 

a lot of time just to get His attention? Or does God just like to play games with us? What 

do you say? Let’s talk about this matter. 

     Let’s start off with what we know well that is true. God does indeed love us! He 

loves us even more than we love ourselves. That is a fact. And He knows what we need 

even before we ask Him. He knows what we are going to ask before we even know it 

ourselves. And we always have His attention. Even though God may enjoy playing 

games now and then, still He is serious and wouldn’t just tease us, would He? So, once 

again we must ask, ‘Why must we keep on asking?’ I think the bottom-line answer to 

this question is: He does it for our own good. Let me try to explain. 

     Ordinarily we must want something before we will accept it. We must be ready to 

stick out our hands for something before we can receive it. And we do need a little time 

to consider whether or not what we are asking for is what we really want. After all, this 

is more than a passing fancy. It must be something we are really serious 

about…something we just can’t live without. So, we probably need time to think about 

it in order to be sure it is something that is good for us. These steps can be called the 

‘mental mechanics’ that have to take place before we are ready to receive anything of 

real value from God. We have to be able to appreciate what we are asking for and then 

we have to use it well after we receive it.  

    I don’t know about you, but all I can say is ‘God is very smart.’ Isn’t He? God help me 

out…and don’t let me overdo the knocking. 

 

*Inspired by Luke 11:5-13 


